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Introduction 

Fishery  Services  was  established  in  1957  with  a  staff  of  16  fishery 
biologists.   It  was  known  first  as  the  Branch  of  Fishery  Management 
Services;  then  the  Division  of  Fishery  Management  Services  (1963); 
and  finally  the  Division  of  Fishery  Services  (1965) .   Prior  to  1957 
some  phases  of  the  program  were  conducted  under  the  Section  of 
Fisheries  Management,  Branch  of  Game-fish  and  Hatcheries.   The 
Division  has  grown  during  the  years  and  has  added  new  responsibilities 
such  as  fish-pesticide  field  appraisals  (1964)  and  monitoring  (1967) 
and  the  Cooperative  Fishery  Unit  program  (1962) .   In  October  1970, 
the  Great  Lakes  Sea  Lamprey  Control  Program  was  transferred  to  the 
Bureau  from  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Fisheries  and  assigned  to  the 
Division.   Today,  when  at  full  complement,  there  are  176  highly  qualified 
professionals  in  the  Division,  plus  supporting  clerical  and  administra- 
tive personnel. 

While  central  coordination  is  maintained  from  the  Washington  office, 
all  field  activities  are  supervised  from  the  regional  offices. 


IV 


OBJECTIVES  AND  PROGRAMS 

A  primary  objective  of  the  Division  of  Fishery  Services  is  to  provide 
sport  fishing  for  the  present  and  future  by  improving  the  existing 
sport  fishery  and  developing  new  fisheries  through  the  application 
of  modern  fishery  management  techniques  learned  from  research  and 
experience. 

The  Division  carries  out  this  objective  as  follows: 

1.  By  providing  guidance  to  Federal  landowner  agencies  in  the  develop- 
ment and  execution  of  fishery  management  programs  so  as  to  make  the 
maximum  fishing  available  without  undue  interference  with  the  primary 
objectives  of  the  areas. 

In  1970,  Division  of  Fishery  Services  biologists  provided  fishery 
management  assistance  to  267  Federal  areas.   These  lands  encompass 
11,825  miles  of  streams  and  445  thousand  acres  of  lakes  and  impound- 
ments under  management.   During  the  year,  6.0  million  man-days  of 
fishing  occurred  on  these  areas,  which  was  a  slight  increase  over  1969. 

2.  By  providing  technical  assistance  for  fishery  management  programs 
on  Indi  an  reservations . 

Fishery  Services  biologists  assisted  66  Indian  tribes  in  1970  with  their 
fishery  programs.   Some  1.7  million  man-days  of  sport  fishing  were  enjoyed 
by  Indians  and  the  general  public.   This  was  a  7.5  percent  increase  in 
angling  trips  over  1969. 


3.  By  assuring  that  the  fish  produced  at  national  fish  hatcheries  are 
stocked  in  such  a  manner  as  to  provide  maximum  fishing  to  the  anglers; 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  information  which  will  help  gear  hatchery 
production  to  stocking  requirements. 

In  1970,  the  Division  of  Fish  Hatcheries  provided  nearly  31  million 
fish  (2.9  million  pounds)  for  waters  that  are  under  management  pro- 
grams assisted  by  Fishery  Services  personnel.   Technical  assistance 
was  provided  to  585  individual  areas.   Our  biologists  reported  9.5 
million  angling  trips  for  these  waters,  an  increase  of  0.8  million 
over  1969. 

4.  By  cooperating  with,  and  providing  assistance  to,  the  50  States  in 
their  fishery  management  programs  where  there  are  mutual  State-Federal 
interests.   Duplication  of  effort  is  avoided  and  accomplishments  are 
greater  when  both  agencies  work  together. 

The  Division  of  Fishery  Services  maintains  close  coordination  with 
the  States  on  subjects  of  mutual  interest.   Regularly  scheduled 
meetings  are  held  with  the  State  fish  and  game  departments  regarding 
cooperative  fish  stocking  programs.   Other  cooperative  projects 
include  fishery  surveys,  creel  censuses,  limnological  studies,  fish 
control  operations,  pesticide  monitoring  and  field  appraisal,  reservoir 
studies,  fisheries  of  interstate  rivers,  and  pollution  investigations. 
The  success  of  many  sport  fishery  programs  is  a  direct  result  of  the 
close  teamwork  between  State  and  Division  fishery  biologists. 


A  second  objective  is  the  training  of  fishery  scientists  through  the 
Cooperative  Fishery  Units.   This  is  done  by  participation  in  programs 
of  training  and  studies  at  24  colleges  and  universities  across  the 
country.   Graduates  of  the  program  find  employment  in  Federal,  State, 
and  private  agencies  in  management  and  in  research. 

The  unit  staff  and  students  participate  in  management  activities  as 
a  phase  of  training.   An  annual  publication  is  prepared  describing 
this  program. 

Since  1967  Division  biologists  have  collected  fish  samples  from  water- 
sheds throughout  the  country  to  determine  pesticide  concentrations. 
In  1970  three  species  of  fish  were  collected  from  100  different 
stations  for  this  analysis.   This  activity  is  part  of  the  National 
Pesticide  Monitoring  Program  which  is  carried  out  under  the  auspices 
of  the  President's  Council  of  Environmental  Quality.   Several  of  the 
Cooperative  Fishery  Units  are  involved  in  research  related  to  pesticides 
in  the  aquatic  environment.   Field  appraisal  of  pesticide  applications 
to  determine  effect  on  aquatic  habitat  and  fish  is  conducted  and 
reported  upon. 

Division  personnel  carry  out  the  field  operations  of  the  Great  Lakes 
Sea  Lamprey  control  program.   These  activities  are  divided  into  two 
functions --survey  and  evaluation,  and  control  using  chemicals. 
Evaluation  includes  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  a  network  of  16 


electric  assessment  barriers  on  tributaries  to  Lake  Superior  to  measure 
the  change  in  abundance  of  spawning  sea  lampreys  and  to  study  their 
biology.   Field  crews  check  treated  streams  to  determine  the  success 
of  the  operation.   The  Bureau  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  Great  Lakes 
Fishery  Commission  in  this  work. 

Division  biologists  provide  information  to  the  public  on  fishery 
management  methods  through  extension-type  activities  and  printed 
material.   Several  thousand  such  requests  are  answered  each  year. 

Public  services  provided  by  the  Division  include  participation  in 
workshops;  demonstrations  of  various  management  techniques;  conservation 
exhibits;  and  numerous  talks  on  fisheries  to  conservation  organizations, 
civic  groups,  and  youth  groups.   Biologists  frequently  appear  on  radio 
or  television  programs  devoted  to  conservation. 


The  Division  works  with  young  people  in  several  ways.   Here  a  Bureau 
biologist  baits  hook  for  a  youngster  from  the  innercity  of  Atlanta  in 
the  Urban  Fishing  Program.   In  1970  such  programs  were  conducted  in 
six  cities  across  the  country. 
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Top  Photo.   Fishery  biologist  Terry  Merkel  checks  water  temperatures  at 
a  Jicarilla  Indian  Reservation  trout  lake. 

Bottom  Photo.   Tribal  members  of  the  Tule  River  Indian  Reservation  assist 
biologist  in  stream  survey  operation. 


Top  Photo.   The  Secretary  of  Defense,  the  Conservation  Manager,  and 
the  Commanding  Officer  all  smile  during  presentation  of  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  Conservation  Award  to  Camp  Pickett.   Bottom  Photo.   The  U.S.  Air 
Force  transported  rainbow  trout  to  the  Azores  and  striped  bass  to  Florida 
to  help  make  Division  programs  a  success. 


Top  Photo.   Lewis  River,  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Bottom  Photo.   Moccasin  Lake,  Wind  River  Indian  Reservation.   Division 

biologists  provide  technical  assistance  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  and 

Wind  River  Indian  Reservation  where  back  country  trout  fishing  is  a  big 

attraction. 
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Top  Photo.   Division  biologists  collect  field  data  in  many  ways.   Here 
they  examine  a  trout  population  on  an  Indian  reservation.   Bottom  Photo 
Division  biologists  release  young  striped  bass  in  Choctawhatchee  Bay, 
Florida. 
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This  eastern  mountain  trout  stream  is  typical  of  waters  on  Federal  lands 
where  Division  biologists  provide  technical  assistance. 
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Young  fisherman  displays  his  first  Atlantic  salmon.   This  fish,  considered 
by  many  anglers  as  the  ultimate  challenge  in  sport  fishing,  is  being 
reintroduced  in  many  rivers  in  the 'Northeast . 


